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NEWSMAKER of the YEAR 





Mayor has tumultuous 


year amid coronavirus 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - 
Without failure, the 
coronavirus pandem- 
ic brought govern- 
ment local to national 
into the limelight as 
people had to take 
their direction from 
orders made by the 
government, whether 
it was shutdowns or 
mask mandates. 

It also made for 
a controversial election season. 

In Holyoke, no one made 
more headlines during a heavy 
political season than Mayor 
Alex Morse, from his decision 
to try and take on his own party 
to allegations of impropriety, all 
the way to his announcement 
not to seek re-election. 

Morse has been mayor 
since 2011, winning election 
with the unseating of Elaine 


LOOKING BACK at 2020 
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Mayor Alex Morse 


Pluta. He was the first openly 
gay mayor in the city and the 
youngest to be elected at age 22. 
Morse made a 
controversial deci- 
sion to enter the 
congressional race 
in 2020. He sought 
to unseat U.S. 
Rep. Richard Neal, 
D-Massachusetts 
for the First 
Congressional 
District in the 
U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
Morse, also a Democrat, 
was set to challenge Neal in 
a September primary split his 
time working on the coronavi- 
rus pandemic and campaigning 
hard against Neal. His campaign 
raised a significant amount of 
money, which was heavily used 
for campaigned commercials 
that aired frequently during the 


See MAYOR page 11 
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STORY of the YEAR 





By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Without question, the 
coronavirus pandemic is the 
story of the year. It has domi- 
nated the existence of mankind 
for the overwhelming majori- 
ty of 2020. It has cancelled or 
changed the traditions we hold 
dear, it has crippled businesses, 
and it has taken lives. 

It has also changed daily 
lives and habits and the course 
of education. 

In Holyoke, there have 
been nearly 2,8000 total cases 
of the coronavirus with a popu- 
lation of more than 40,000 peo- 
ple in 2020. With the current 
surge, there is likely going to 
be more before the pandem- 
ic ends, though a vaccine has 
been rolling out since the mid- 
dle of December. 

Holyokes’s public schools 
were shut down in late March, 
and remained shut down for 
the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. 


COVID cripples city a 





A staff member of the Holyoke So 
conditions during the pandemic. 


Not long after the schools 
were initially shut down, a 
series of delays ensued for the 
playing of high school spring 
sports, and eventually, the sea- 
son was fully cancelled. 

Remote learning conclud- 
ed in town in late June and 
students went home for the 
summer with very little activ- 
ity available as people were 


Idiers’ Home testifies about the 
File photo 


advised to stay home and only 
interact with their own house- 
holds. 

In the initial time period 
following the pandemic, social 
distance became a buzz words 
as people were advised to stay 
at least six feet away from 
people not in their immediate 


See COVID, page 11 
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CREAT 


The coronavirus pandemic took center stage throughout the country and the world. In Holyoke, residents 
had to adjust to life in a pandemic environment. Activities were limited, wearing masks and social 
distancing became a norm, but as you can see, residents in town attempted various parts of normalcy 
throughout the year. Above, Remote learning became the norm in Holyoke as students ceased attending 
school in early March, and have not returned yet. There is hope of a return to at least hybrid learning in 


early 2021. See more year in review photos on pages 6 and 12. 
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New receiver adjusts to 
educating in a pandemic 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - 
The new Receiver/ 
Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Alberto 
Vazquez Matos was 
thrust into the role of 
managing remote and 
online learning during 
his first year on the 
job. Though this year 
is his first as Superintendent and 
the class of 2021 will be his first 
graduating class, Vazquez Matos 
did attend the graduation for the 
class of 2020 and was able to send 
the class off to begin his year. 

Vazquez Matos was born in 
Puerto Rico and moved to the 
Bronx in New York as a kid, so he 
has experience in urban cities. He 
was the deputy superintendent in 
Hartford before joining Holyoke’s 
school team. 

Vazquez Matos was drawn to 
Holyoke because of the history it 





Dr. Alberto 
Vazquez Matos 


holds, the diversity in 
students and residents, 
and the urban lifestyle 
of the city. He further 
explained that Hartford 
if a larger city, but 
Holyoke is smaller and 
allows him to make 
more connections with 
the community. 

The city recent- 
ly celebrated literacy 
within the district and 
Vazquez Matos read a bilingual 
book in celebration, he shared the 
video on the schools Facebook 
page and the response to it was 
highly positive. 

“It was fantastic, people 
were interacting with the video 
and appreciated the bilingual book 
choice,” Vazquez Matos said. 
“Other people started making 
videos with their kids of reading 
Spanish and bilingual books, and 
shared them on Facebook as well. 


See RECEIVER, page 11 


> In The News 


Seats remain open for 
‘Wintersession’ classes 


HOLYOKE - Seats remain open 
for January 2021 classes at Holyoke 
Community College. 

HCC’s two-week “Wintersession” 
term begins Monday, Jan. 4, and runs 
until Friday, Jan. 15. Students can earn 
from one to four credits by taking a sin- 
gle Wintersession course that lasts from 
five to 10 days. 

HCC is offering 24 courses during 
Wintersession 2021 in 18 different aca- 
demic areas of study: Anthropology, 
Business Administration, 
Communication, Criminal Justice, 
Culinary Arts, Economics, Engineering, 
Environmental Science, General 
Studies, Geography, Law, Management, 
Marketing, Mathematics, Nutrition, 
Social Science, Sociology, and 
Sustainability. 

Because of ongoing concerns 
related to COVID-19, the majority of 
Wintersession classes at HCC are being 
offered remotely. 


“Wintersession at HCC is a great 
way to earn course credits in a short 
amount of time — a whole semester’s 
worth in just 10 days,” said Mark 
Hudgik, HCC director of Admissions. 
“With our remote and fully online 
options, students can use HCC’s 
January classes to get ahead, get back 
on track, or lighten their load for 
spring, and they can continue to do it 
from the comfort and safety of their 
homes.” 

For schedules and full course 
descriptions or to enroll for 
Wintersession 2021, please go to: www. 
hcc.edu/wintersession 

Registration is also open for spring 
semester classes at HCC. The spring 
2021 semester begins on Monday, 
Jan. 25, with two additional “flexible” 
spring start dates on Feb. 16 and March 
pe} 

To register for spring start classes, 
please go to: hcc.edu/admission. 





Library seeking donations 


HOLYOKE — 2020 has been a chal- 
lenging year to say the least! But it’s 
almost over. A pandemic can’t stop us 
from keeping kids and adults engaged 
in fun and educational pursuits. That 
will always be the goal for the library 
and we couldn’t do it without you! Our 
Grab and Go bags and other children’s 
programming was funded by donors like 
you. 

Your gift today will fund these and 
other programs at the library: 

Children’s Room: 

$150 can fund Virtual story times, 
Grab and Go activity bags, online learn- 
ing tools such as 

Miss Humblebees Academy and the 
Rocket Languages program. 

History Room: 

$75 can help sponsor online lec- 
tures on local Holyoke history topics 
and expand access to genealogy web- 
sites such as Ancestry, Heritage Quest 


Online and more. 

Teen Room: 

$50 can help fund Teen Book 
Bundles and Mad Science craft kits for 
home use. 

Your support is needed to keep 
these and many other programs going! 
Patrons still count on the library and our 
website to take advantage of informa- 
tion that Engages, Teaches, and Inspires. 

Your donation—of any amount—is 
hugely important to our efforts. Every 
gift helps. 

You may donate online at www. 
holyokelibrary.org/aboutdonate.asp 
or mail a check to 250 Chestnut St, 
Holyoke, MA 01040. 

Please donate today. To help us 
with programming for the coming year, 
please get your tax-deductible donation 
in before Dec. 31. 

Thank you for your continued sup- 
port. 


HG&E offers discounts 


HOLYOKE —- The Holyoke Gas 
& Electric Commission has granted an 
extra 10 percent prompt payment dis- 
count on energy services billed during 
the December billing cycle. In addition, 
HG&E has a variety of resources that can 
assist customers who are facing financial 
hardship, including payment plans, energy 
efficiency programs, and connections to 
fuel assistance programs. 

“HG&E is pleased to offer our cus- 
tomers an additional discount during 
the holidays, especially this year,” said 
HG&E Manager James Lavelle. “We 
understand many customers are facing 
difficult and uncertain times, we are here 
to help.” 

For the average homeowner who 
heats with natural gas, the combined dis- 
counts (prompt payment and holiday dis- 
count) amount to savings of approximate- 
ly $58 on their bill. HG&E has imple- 
mented a holiday discount each year since 
1992. This discount applies to commercial 


and residential gas and electricity custom- 
ers who are not already participating in an 
economic development discount program. 

Many utility customers are facing 
uncertain times due to the pandemic; we 
are encouraging these customers to con- 
tact Valley Opportunity Council (VOC) 
to learn more about their Fuel Assistance 
Program that can assist eligible applicants 
in paying their fuel bills. . This year, VOC 
has made it easy to apply remotely. Call 
(413) 552-1548 or email fuelassistance @ 
valleyopp.com. 

In addition, HG&E’s customer ser- 
vice staff is available to discuss payment 
plans and energy efficiency opportunities, 
helping customers manage their monthly 
energy costs. 

“All of us here at HG&E offer our 
best wishes for a warm and bright holiday 
season,” said Jim Lavelle. 

For more information please contact, 
Kate Sullivan Craven at (413) 536-9333 
or ksullivan@hged.com. 








Holyoke Community class 
promises happier new year 


HOLYOKE -— Past year got you 
down? Need a brighter outlook for 2021? 
Holyoke Community College has a class 
for you. 

HCC is partnering with Pam Victor, 
president and founder of Happier 
Valley Comedy, to offer “Establishing 
Resilience: Building Happiness,” a 2-2 
hour Zoom workshop on Sat., Feb. 6, 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Victor, a comedian and improv 
facilitator who prefers the title “head 
of happiness,” will lead participants on 
an experiential exploration of happiness 
and resilience building to enhance their 
joy and ease at work and home. She 
will share stress-relieving exercises and 
techniques to help people bring more 
well-being, laughter, gratitude, and play 
into their daily lives. 


“Finding more joy in 2021 1s a pri- 
ority for me,’ said Michele Cabral, HCC 
executive director of Business, Corporate 
and Professional Development. “As a 
participant in Pam’s 30-day ‘Happiness 
Experiment,’ I can tell you without doubt 
that this class is for everyone. In this sin- 
gle session, participants will get an intro- 
duction into the full program while Pam 
shares many useful tips and resources to 
help people get an uplifting start to the 
new year.” 

Accoding to its website, happierval- 
ley.com, Happier Valley Comedy, based 
in Hadley, is Western Mass’s first and 
only comedy theater and training pro- 
gram: 

The cost of the Feb. 6 class is $99. 

To register, please go to: hcec.edu/ 
happiness. 


Read The Sun online at www.sun.turley.com 





Grants will provide 100,000 meals for people across Western Mass. 


AGAWAM - Canary Blomstrom 
Insurance Agency of Agawam and 
Wheeler & Taylor Insurance of Great 
Barrington are providing major sup- 
port to The Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. Two rounds of fund- 
ing, one now and a second round in 
the spring, will pay for about 100,000 
meals for hungry residents of Western 
Massachusetts. 

The Food Bank provides food to 
165 food pantries, shelters, and meal 
sites in Berkshire, Franklin, Hamden, 
and Hampshire counties. 

“We’re so grateful to Wheeler & 
Taylor and Canary Blomstrom for their 
social investment in The Food Bank’s 
mission to feed our neighbors in need 
at this critical moment,” said Executive 
Director Andrew Morehouse. With this 
support, overall we’ll be able to provide 
100,000 meals to households struggling 
to make ends meet and put healthy food 
on the table.” 

“Tt couldn’t be a worse year, more 
heartbreaking year, for many folks. I’m 
glad to know the grants will support 
food programs in our local area as well 
as regionally,” said Sandy Brodeur, 
president of Canary Blomstrom. 

Wheeler & Taylor and Canary 
Blomstrom are members of GoodWorks 
Financial Group, a network of com- 
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There are grants available to provide meals for residents throughout the region. 


mon-ownership insurance, real estate 
and financial firms. 

“Thanks to The Food Bank, thou- 
sands of people in the region are able 
to get enough to eat every day,” said 
Wheeler & Taylor Insurance president 
J. Scott Rote. “In this time of unprec- 
edented need, our communities need 
unprecedented support, and we’re glad 
to do our part.” 

With the pandemic, demand for 
food has grown exponentially. The 


Submitted photo 


Food Bank is serving 109,500 people 
a month in 2020, up 16 percent from 
2019. The organization has distribut- 
ed 11.1 million pounds of food from 
March through October, a 30 percent 
increase. It estimates that about one 
in six residents in the region, includ- 
ing 40,000 children, or one in four, are 
food-insecure. 

Based in Hatfield, The Food Bank 
(www.foodbankwma.org) provides 
food to hundreds of member food pan- 


tries, shelters and meal sites in Western 
Massachusetts. The Food Bank does 
not distribute food directly to individ- 
uals (except through its Mobile Food 
Bank and Brown Bag Food for Elders 
programs). Instead, it acts as a regional 
clearinghouse to get nutritious food to 
local sites that help people in need of 
assistance. 

Established in 1871, Wheeler & 
Taylor Insurance is a full-service inde- 
pendent agency and broker that serves 
customers with the highest level 
of excellence and professionalism. 
Headquartered in Great Barrington, it 
has offices throughout the Berkshires 
and operates nationally through loca- 
tions in New York, Connecticut, New 
Jersey, California and Nevada. Web: 
www.wheelertaylor.com. 

Canary Blomstrom Insurance 
Agency offers auto and home insur- 
ance, business insurance, and individual 
and group life and health insurance and 
financial products. Its office is in the 
Feeding Hills section of Agawam. Web: 
http://canaryblomstrom.com. 

With locations in multiple locations 
on the east and west coasts, GoodWorks 
Financial Group serves clients across 
the United States through its network of 
common-ownership companies. Web: 
https://www.goodworksfinancial.com. 


Inthe News ¢ 


Free COVID-19 testing at HCC extended until March 31 


HOLYOKE — Free “Stop the 
Spread” COVID-19 testing at Holyoke 
Community College has been extended 
until March 31, 2021, according to the 
Holyoke Board of Health. 

Drive-through testing at HCC 1s 
conducted six days a week in parking 
lot H near the western entrance to the 
Donahue Building on the college’s main 
campus, 303 Homestead Ave. 

HCC has been serving as a “Stop 
the Spread” drive-through testing site 
since Aug. 26 to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. 

Drivers are asked to enter the cam- 
pus from Homestead Avenue, turn left 
onto the Campus Road and proceed to 
parking lot H. There will be signs and 
parking attendants on site to manage the 
flow of traffic. 

The HCC testing site is open 


as 





The mobile COVID-19 testing site at HCC will continue operating through March 2021. 


Submitted photo 


Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and 
Tuesday and Thursday from 2 p.m. to 7 
p.m. 

Testing is free to all Massachusetts 
residents, and conducted on a first come, 
first serve basis. There are no appoint- 
ments and no referral is necessary. 
Turnaround time for results is typically 
four days or fewer. 

More information on all of the Stop 
the Spread test sites across the state 
can be found at: https://www.mass.gov/ 
info-details/stop-the-spread 

Please Note: Testing may some- 
times be cancelled due to inclement 
weather. Be sure to visit the Holyoke 
Board of Health website for up-to-date 
information on cancellations: https:// 
www.holyoke.org/departments/board-of- 
health. 





Winter farmers’ market starts at Holyoke War Memorial 


HOLYOKE -— This winter, the newly 
relaunched Holyoke Winter Farmers’ 
Market will bring an array of local- 
ly-grown vegetables, meat, eggs, and 
more to the heart of the city. The market 
launched on Dec. 19, and will run from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Holyoke War 
Memorial at 310 Appleton Street on the 


first and third Saturday of each month. 
SNAP/EBT and HIP are welcome, and 
Spanish translation is available. The 
Holyoke Winter Farmers’ Market is 
supported by the Holyoke Chamber of 
Commerce and the Holyoke Food and 
Equity Collective. 

The market will feature five local 





Mall returning to reduced hours 


HOLYOKE - Effective Jan. 2, 2021, 
Holyoke Mall will operate under new 
hours of operation based on valued feed- 
back and input received from both ten- 
ants and guests: 

Monday — Saturday: 11:00 a.m. — 
7:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 11:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 

Guests are reminded that restaurant, 
department store and entertainment ven- 
ues may continue to offer extended hours 


into the evening and are encouraged to 
call ahead to confirm a specific venue’s 
hours of operation or visit the center’s 
online directory here . 

Guests are also reminded to wear 
a mask while inside or outside on 
Holyoke Mall property. For more infor- 
mation about Holyoke Mall/Pyramid 
Management Group safe shopping 
protocols, visit our Healthy Shopper 
Guidelines. 





Flu vaccine deadline extended for students 


HOLYOKE — The Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health had set the 
deadline of Dec. 31, 2020, for remote 
and in-person students to receive a flu 
vaccination unless they have obtained a 


medical or religious exemption. 

The deadline has been extend- 
ed through Feb. 28, 2021. Learn more 
about the flu vaccine, view videos and 
resources. 





Scholarship and Fellowship information 
meetings to be held Jan. 11 and Jan. 24 


WESTFIELD — The Horace Smith 
Fund, now in its 121st year, has schol- 
arship and fellowship money available 
for graduates of Hampden County public 
and private high schools. Two online 
information meetings are scheduled for 
Monday, Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. for parents and stu- 
dents. To secure an invitation to attend, 
write info@ HoraceSmithFund.org. Each 
session 1s about 40 minutes long and will 
include a question-and-answer period. 

Scholarships awards of $12,000 
are distributed as $3,000 annually and 
renewable each year until graduation. 
Fellowship awards of $15,000 are dis- 
tributed as $5,000 annually and renew- 
able for two additional years. Students 
must maintain at least a B average in 
college. 

Recipients are selected on a vari- 
ety of criteria, including financial need, 
cumulative graduating GPA, extra-cur- 
ricular activities, recommendations, and 
college entrance exam scores, if appli- 
cable. Of great importance is a person- 
al written account of why the student 
feels deserving of financial assistance. 
Additionally, fellowship applicants must 
also submit their GRE or degree-specific 
test scores, if applicable. All recipients 


must be full-time students and residents 
of Hampden County. 

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to 
24 individuals. Scholarships were given 
to 18 graduating seniors from Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholarships 
were also awarded to current college 
students to assist them in completing 
their undergraduate degrees. Three fel- 
lowships were given to college gradu- 
ates pursuing graduate degrees, who had 
graduated from Hampden County high 
schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab- 
lished in 1899 by the successful and 
generous philanthropist named Horace 
Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson, 
located in Springfield. The scholarships 
and fellowships are named for Walter S. 
Barr, a West Springfield businessman, 
whose widow left the bulk of the fam- 
ily estate to The Horace Smith Fund in 
1950. 

Completed applications must be 
received either electronically or by 
mail to The Horace Smith Fund at 16 
Union Avenue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 
01085 no later than March 15, 2021. 
Applications are available online at 
www.HoraceSmithFund.org or by phon- 
ing the office at (413) 739-4222. 


farms. Apex Orchards of Shelburne 
will be offering apples, vinegar, and 
honey, Atlas Farm from South Deerfield 
and Red Fire Farm from Granby and 
Montague will offer a wide variety of 
produce, including fresh greens like 
spinach, plus carrots, potatoes, winter 
squash, and a lot more. D & R Farm 
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CLUES ACROSS hydrocarbon 

1. Home of the 36. Supervises flying 
Cowboys 37. An actor who 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” plays a 
actor McBride principal role 

10. Most aged 38. Furnace for 

12. Fitted with a shoe pottery 

13. Courteously 39. Fall back 


14. They form over 40. Afrikaans word 


cuts for language 

15. Western Alaskan 41. Chinese city 
river 44. Fleshy 

16.Aggressive men 45. Inventor 

17. Farm animal 48. Taxis 

18. Young woman 49. Acitizen of Spain 
(French) 90. Important age for 

19. Sixth month of aging workers 
Hebrew calendar (abbr.) 

21. Short cry 51. Body part 

22. state capital 

2/. Rural delivery CLUES DOWN 

28. “Twilight Zone” —-1. Chinese mountain 
creator range 

33. Gigabyte 2. Romanian city 

34. Flammable 3. Fishermen cast it 


10. Cigar lovers’ 


17. Exclamation 


from Hampden is bringing meat, eggs, 
vegetables, and their own baked goods 
and jams. Boze Family Farms from 
Springfield will be bringing salad mixes 
and a variety of microgreens and shoots. 
Almost all vendors are equipped to 


See MARKET, page 9 





4. Shelter from wind 26. Utilize 





5. oign language 29. Beloved 
6. Pigpen Hollywood alien 
7. Make sore 30. Unwell 


31. More destitute 

32. Grinded together 

35. oun up in New 
York 


8. Flat metal shelves 
9. Forms that say 
who you are 


necessity 36. Italian-made cars 
11. Popular cooking 38. Most sacred site 

ingredient in Islam 
12. Skin covering the 40. Rip apart 

head 41. Go in a specified 
14. Unshakable direction 


42. Freshwater 


meaning mussel genus 

“Finally!” 43.“ the Man” 
18. One of the wise Musical 

men’s gifts 44. One thousand 
20. Take away from cubic feet (abbr.) 
23.In accordance 40. West coast time 

with the law zone 
24. Nicole Kidman’s 46. Mimic 

husband 47. You can get one 
29. NY Giants legend in summer 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 
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Happy New Year 
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column that appeared in the Barre 
Gazette: “I loved what you had to 
say about your Babci’s Christmas 
cactus. Mine just finished bloom- 
ing. Could you please pass 
along some detailed advice so 
that I can have a repeat of this 
year’s breathtaking blooms next 
Christmas?” 


almost guarantee you will find a 
flat, oblong-shaped, waxy-look- 
ing insect. Scales, as well as other 
sucking insects such as aphids or 
mealy bugs, excrete honeydew, a 
sweet concentration of plant sap. 
If left on the leaves long enough, 
sooty mold will form on the honey 
dew, coating them in “black dust.” 


and half Pharisaical rules, 

Young Teens... Lost their school, 
social, special events, conversation teen. 
Purpose meaning and 
malaise education has set in. 

We can do it — overcome gently within. 


www.turley.com 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 
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Cost so much social and mental mistakes 
Can’t go anywhere — About to break 


Now back to Happy New Year 
Shout it forever with a large smile. 


God’s peace, love and joy — More than awhile 
Someone says Happy New Year... 
You say Happy, Holy New Year and Christmas. 


Merriest of Merry. 
Let us begin — Starts with you 
As God loves just you. 
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I am so happy you enjoyed 
last week’s article. I’'d be more than happy to 
give you some tips to make your Christmas 
cactus bloom abundantly next year! First, 
concentrate on plant care. Once the plant has 
finished blooming it will go into a period of 
rest, and will need very little water for near- 
ly two months. When growth resumes in 
spring, water when the soil surface is dry to 
the touch and provide it with a dose of half- 
strength liquid fertilizer. Place in indirect 
light, an east or north facing window is best. 
During the summer months the plant can go 
outdoors as long as it is kept in filtered light. 
It will rest again in early fall, prior to bud 
set. You'll notice that it won’t be as thirsty 
during this period, so water accordingly. 
Then, consider the two environmental 
factors that are responsible for coaxing a 
Christmas cactus into bloom. The first is 
temperature and the second 1s light. If tem- 
peratures at night range between 55 and 60 
degrees for a six-week period the plant will 
set buds regardless of day length. If tempera- 
tures run higher than that, 13 hours of unin- 
terrupted darkness will bring about buds. 
Simply put the plant to bed each night from 
6 p.m. to 8 a.m. until buds form. If your 
plant sets buds and then drops them prior to 
full bloom it is likely due to overwatering or 
exposure. For this reason keep it away from 
drafty windows, doorways or radiators. This 
sounds like hard work, but is really quite 
simple. I’m sure you’ll be delighted with 
breathtaking flowers next Christmas as well! 
Carol has a problem with her kalanchoe. 
“Some of the leaves on my plants have spots 
of sticky sap on them. Do you know what is 
causing this and what I can do to prevent it?” 
It’s funny that you write about this 
particular problem with your kalanchoe! I 
recently saw some sap on my own plant. 
I had it in a mixed container of succu- 
lents over the summer and lo and behold, I 
brought it inside and now it has bugs. Look 


Besides being unsightly, sooty 
mold diminishes the plant’s ability to make 
food. To get rid of it, treat the insect problem 
first by spraying with an insecticidal soap. 
After a month or so, examine your plants 
closely for additional drops of honeydew; 
should you find some, repeat the entire pro- 
cess. As with insecticides of any kind, follow 
the directions on the container carefully. 

In the greenhouse, growers target kalan- 
choe flowering to begin in early December. 
Colors include red, yellow, orange, salmon, 
pink and most shades in between. Individual 
flowers are diminutive, but in since they are 
held in clusters the plant as a whole is stun- 
ning. Another attractive feature of kalanchoe 
is its dark, shiny green leaves, perfect as a 
backdrop for all those brilliantly-colored 
flowers and pretty in its own right when the 
plant isn’t in bloom. 

The kalanchoe needs bright indoor light. 
Prevent overwatering by allowing it to dry 
out some in between waterings. A balanced 
fertilizer can be applied once a month during 
spring and summer. To initiate flowers in 
time for Christmas, put the plant in a place 
where it will receive complete darkness for 
14 hours a day beginning in mid-September. 
Sticking to a schedule, say from 6 p.m. to 8 
a.m. daily, will make it easier to remember. 
Once the plants have finished blooming, 
remove spent flowers and trim back fol1- 
age to encourage dense growth. New plants 
are easily started from stem cuttings in the 
spring. 


Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 
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“Celebrate 
endings— 


for they 
precede new 
beginnings.” 


Jonathan Huie 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 
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Above, much : ennioversy was made over Holyoke’ S 
graduation after schools officials changed plans a couple 
of times before still holding a more tradition event with 
few spectators. Left, Digital art was utilized during remote 
learning at the end of the 2019-2020 school year as students 
learned to use online programs to create masterpieces. 
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Sports returned this fall with a modified season in October and early 
November. However, Holyoke’s infection rate caused its fall season to be cut 
short on Oct. 21. File photo 
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Voting looked different in 2020 with a major separation of 
voting booths and plenty of social distancing. Early voting A small microburst from a mid-May storm resulted in Mayor Alex Morse announced recently he would not seek 













was very popular this year. excessive damage to some buildings in the city. re-election to the mayor’s office. 
USDA INSP. T 7 
FRESH BONELESS NO ICE Our advertisers 

USDA INSP. FRESH BEEF STRIPLOIN \ USDAINSP FRESH ERRORS: Each advertiser is make this 
ASSORTED CUT WHOLE BONELESS g SKINLESS requested to check their ad- publication 
PORK CHOPS > \ FREE "eDiip OR MALE a ropes This pape wire | | possible 

BREE RRRRRER appears. 1S paper Wil No e 
USDA INSP. FRESH USDA INSP. CHICKEN BREAST .nassninns 8 SI be responsible for more than Let them know vou 

one corrected insertion, nor Bs 

BONELESS ae USDA INSP. FROZEN will be liable for any eaGr in saw their ad in the 


BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or 
STEAKS 


Ib 


PORK BUTT STRIPS we Bib 
USDA INSP. FRESH 

PORK 

SPARE RIBS TWIN PAK wunuuun Ib 


CHICKEN LEG an advertisement to a greater H oly ok e 


extent than the cost of the 
1/4S 10 LB BAG BERR EEREEREE EERE €a Space occupied by the item Sun 


in the advertisement. 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN THIGHS 










USDA INSP. BONE-IN 10 LB BAG BERRRRRRRRRRRGGE lb 
USDA INSP ar 
TURKEY BREAST ..cccsssssscee’2 b / GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN . AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 
e(ATe CDEP AG 0 FARM FRESH * Preventative & arabe et ae Spee weet Implant Dentistry 
od \ GROUND BEEF MEDIUM EGGS HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS ° 254 eee 
USDA INSP FROZEN 2s Ib FACTIMYelme@liitjmo@y 90 Avocado St. Al 3.533- 8378 
PORK TENDERLOIN........+2++2+. 7 Ib. bag pug www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
USDA INSP STORE MADE TEXAS BBQ MARINATED Thurs. 8-6 ! Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 413-737-1288 Fe Anoa DSR Sh i hen Srriy 
BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS: 1b SALE DATES: www.90meat.com Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
———— 12/31/20 - 1/6/21 Buy DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS» SELECTION + SERVICE vs immit quantitics, Most hl spel polayh shy one 





6 @ JANUARY 1,2021 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 


SPORTS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


Es sports@turley.com 


Rollback will ‘not 
affect winter sports’ 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In a state- 
ment released last week by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, the roll- 
back plan by Gov. Charlie 
Baker will not affect winter 
Sports. 

Baker’s plan decreases 
capacities in most businesses 
and other venues, as well as 
the indoor gathering size being 
shrunk to just 10 people. 

Because of COVID-19 
surges that have occurred over 
the last two months, Baker has 
strengthened mask mandates, 
and scaled back business, and 
has established an attempt at a 
curfew by closing restaurants 
at 9:30, shutting down alco- 
hol sales at the same time, and 
issuing a stay-at-home adviso- 
ry from 10 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The advisory will likely 
affect game times for the win- 
ter season, but the sports that 
will be allowed for the winter 
season will still go on despite 
the restrictions. It is also pos- 
sible some of the restrictions 
will be lifted as the season 
goes on. 

Tara Bennett, direc- 
tor of communications 
for the MIAA, said the 
Massachusetts Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has been in touch with 
the MIAA regarding Baker’s 
rollback of the “re-opening” of 
Massachusetts. 

“The office (EEA) con- 
firmed with the MIAA that 
Gov. Baker’s announcement on 
Dec. 22 of rollbacks on certain 
sectors will not have an impact 


on high school athletics.” 

As a result of that confir- 
mation, no further restrictions 
will be added to the EEA’s 
release of workplace safety 
and re-opening standards for 
businesses and other entities 
providing youth and adult 
amateur sports activities. 

The EEA has been respon- 
sible for issuing the guidance 
utilized by the MIAA to con- 
duct sports safely during the 
coronavirus pandemic, which 
is hopefully nearing its end. 

The EEA is mandat- 
ing mask-wearing in all sport 
environments where it is pos- 
sible to wear masks. There 
will also be limitations to the 
numbers of players and per- 
sonnel allowed at basketball 
courts and hockey rinks during 
the winter season. In order to 
reduce potential for crowds, 
there will be no winter tour- 
naments. The pandemic can- 
celled the end of the winter 
state basketball tournament last 
March. There has not been an 
MIAA-sanctioned tournament 
game since that time, and it is 
unknown when there will be a 
tournament game, though the 
spring season 1s a definite pos- 
sibility as a return to normalcy 
could be realized by June. 

Winter sports in Western 
Massachusetts are supposed to 
begin for most schools follow- 
ing the New Year’s holiday on 
Jan. 4. Games could begin on 
or around Jan. 14. Basketball, 
hockey, and swimming are 
supposed to take place with 
indoor track being moved to 
the bubble season and wres- 
tling could potentially take 
place in the spring season. 








») @turleysports 


_£ acebook.com/turleysports 
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Boys field hockey 


moves forwar 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— This spring, the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association Board of 
Directors will vote on a propos- 
al to start a boys field hockey 
program. 

The rule change has 
already been approved at the 
committee level in votes taken 
earlier this year, and will move 
on to consideration for adop- 
tion. 

Field hockey has had its 
share of controversy over the 
course of many years as boys 
are currently allowed to play 
the sport with girls, the gen- 
der that typically dominates the 
sport. 

It’s believed boys give 
many teams a competitive 
advantage and it has shown in 
small spurts of improvement 
among various teams over the 
years. 

Locally, Southwick, South 
Hadley, and Holyoke have been 
among teams that have benefit- 
ed from having males play over 
the course of the recent time. 

Southwick was a Western 
Massachusetts Division | 
champion in the mid-1990’s 
with boys playing on the team. 
The team also enjoyed some 
success in the early 2000’s with 
boys on the team. 

South Hadley was one 
of few teams that knock off 
Longmeadow one year in the 
Western Mass. finals with 
a pair of boys playing on the 








4 J 
a A ee a Per te 
Sa ce 7S eA iio 


—- 
ee ee 2 Se =: 


Boys playing field hockey has been a controversial topic over the years, 
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with some believing it has given teams a decided advantage. _File photos 
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Field hockey was played in a 7v7 format due to COVID-19 conditions. A 


7v7 format has been proposed for a boys field hockey program. 


team. Holyoke, while having past decade. 


a large number of talented 
female players, have also had 
boys on its teams during the 


The addition of boys field 


See FIELD HOCKEY, page 8 











The Western Mass. Relics, a 
softball league for senior, had 
One of the few successful 
campaigns in 2020 with no cases 
of coronavirus during its season. 
More than 170 players were able 
to be a part of the league in 2020. 


Submitted photos 


LUDLOW - The Western 
Mass Relics, which is a Senior 
Softball League, that’s been in 
existence since 1994, was faced 
this Spring with the possibility 
of their season being canceled 
due to the Coronavirus. With 
the season questionable and 
the Relics always concerned 





for player safety, the Relics 
worked closely with the Board 
of Health, the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the Town of 
Ludlow and The Fish and Game 
Club to be one of the few sports 
leagues in Western Mass to play 
a full schedule. 

The Western Mass Relics 


had 176 players agree to play 
and fortunately not one per- 
son came down with the 
Coronavirus. Among the steps 
taken to play safely were the 
following: 

e Temperatures were taken 
upon arrival. The players had to 
record a temperature below 100 


Western Mass Relics able to get through 2020 season 


degrees. 

e Players were required to 
wear masks in the field. 

e Social distancing was 
observed when a team was 
batting. Players brought lawn 
chairs to accomplish this. 

e There was no tagging out 
a player. All plays were consid- 
ered a force play. 

e Handshaking and fist 
pumps wasn’t allowed. 

e Bats were wiped down 
and handled by the barrel. 

* New balls were frequent- 
ly changed. 

e Spectators weren’t 
allowed initially, but later in the 
season were allowed to watch 
the game from the parking lot. 

The Western Mass Relics 
are looking forward to the 2021 
season and welcome all new 
players. For further information 
go to their website: western- 
massrelics.org. 
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MIAA signs deal with University Orthopedics 


FRANKLIN — The Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) has signed a multi-year part- 
nership with University Orthopedics to 
become an Official Orthopedics Provider 
of the MIAA. The partnership coincides 
with the Feb. | opening of University’s 
first Massachusetts location in Mansfield. 

The partnership will initially be 
focused on the southeastern part of 


the state, with University Orthopedics 
supporting MIAA events taking place 
in Districts 7, 8 and 9. University will 
also serve as the Presenting Sponsor of 
all upcoming MIAA South Sectional 
Tournaments. 

“We are excited to partner with an 
organization like the MIAA that pro- 
vides such an important role in the 
lives of thousands of student athletes 


and their families. With our new loca- 
tion in Mansfield, we look forward to 
serving these communities and growing 
our partnership in the years to come,” 
said Edward Akelman, MD, President of 
University Orthopedics. 

“The health and safety of our 
Association’s 230,000 student-athletes 
participating at our 376 member schools 
iS paramount to our mission,” said Bull 





Gaine, Executive Director of the MIAA. 
“The opportunity to enhance that man- 
tra with the expertise and support of 
University Orthopedics is a welcomed 
and valued gift.” Through this part- 
nership, University will provide video 
content related to safe training meth- 
ods, recovery and other orthopedic health 
measures. The new UOI Facility is locat- 
ed at 10 Reservoir Street in Mansfield. 





Hall of Fame announces eligible 


Two Separate Enshrinement 
Ceremonies planned in 2021 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame today 
announced the list of eligible candidates 
for the Class of 2021, including first-time 
nominees Doug Collins, Michael Cooper, 
Howard Garfinkel, Lou Henson, Paul 
Pierce, Val Ackerman, Yolanda Griffith 
and Lauren Jackson. 

Returning to the ballot are fan-fa- 


vorite nominees Chauncey Billups, Chris 
Bosh, Richard Hamilton, Bob Huggins, 
Ben Wallace, Chris Webber, Jay Wright, 
Swin Cash and Becky Hammon among 
others. 

A first look at the list of eligible 
nominees was provided by The Jump on 
ESPN, hosted by Rachel Nichols, and 
Class of 2021 nominee Paul Pierce. A 
complete list of eligible candidates can 
be found attached. 

Following the Hall of Fame’s tradi- 
tional timeline, Finalists from the North 


American and Women’s committee for 
the Class of 2021 will be announced in 
the timeframe of NBA All-Star Weekend, 
which is scheduled for early March. The 
entire Class of 2021, including those 
selected by the direct elect committees, 
will be unveiled in the timeframe of the 
NCAA Final Four scheduled for early 
April. Event details are forthcoming, and 
the announcement timeline is subject to 
change. 

The Class of 2021 Enshrinement 
ceremony is scheduled to take place in 


candidates for the Class of 2021 


Springfield, Mass., in September 2021. 
As previously announced, the Class 
of 2020 Enshrinement ceremony has 
been rescheduled and relocated due to 
COVID-19 and is scheduled for May 
13-15, 2021 at Mohegan Sun. 

Tickets for the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2020 
and 2021 Enshrinement ceremonies and 
various events surrounding the ceremo- 
nies will be on-sale at a later date. For 
the latest news and updates, follow @ 
hoophall on Twitter and Instagram. 





Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW —- Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a soc- 
cer clinic in Pelham, MA for players 
in the Massachusetts North Region. 
The fall clinic provides off-season 
training and skill development by 
WUP FC coaches. There are two ses- 
sions available. sign up for one or 
both. It makes a great holiday gift for 
friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys 
and girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and 2014. The four-week pro- 
gram includes one practice per week 
for a total of $65 per session ($130 
for 2 sessions). Sessions will con- 
sist of a max of 15 players per field 


(COVID regulation for the players’ 
safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/11, 
1/25, 2/1, & 2/8 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 
3/1,°318, 6c. 3/15 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 
2011, and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at 
Pelham Elementary School at 45 
Amherst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 





AHL season delayed to February 


SPRINGFIELD —- American 
Hockey League President and CEO 
Scott Howson has announced that 
the league’s Board of Governors has 
approved moving the anticipated start 
date of the 2020-21 season to Feb. 5, 
2021, due to the ongoing COVID-19 
public health crisis. 

The AHL continues to work with its 
member clubs to monitor developments 
and local guidelines in all 31 league cit- 


> In The News 


ies. Further details regarding the 2020- 
21 American Hockey League season are 
still to be determined. 

In operation since 1936, the AHL 
serves as the top development league for 
all 31 National Hockey League teams. 
Nearly 90 percent of today’s NHL play- 
ers are American Hockey League gradu- 
ates, and more than 100 honored mem- 
bers of the Hockey Hall of Fame spent 
time in the AHL in their careers. 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly fea- 
ture samples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a week- 
ly basis. Please follow and share with 


your friends and loved ones. We will 
be featuring photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections in the coming weeks, 
but as always, you can see all the photos 
that appear by subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 
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hockey has been proposed by Sherry 
Bryant, the MIAA Associate Executive 
Director and Field Hockey Committee 
Liaison. The field hockey committee 
fully supported the rule. 

According to Bryant, the rationale 
of the rule change is to “to allow the 
structure of this pathway for boys to 
be created and available for individual 
schools and co-op programs as they look 
to move forward. We recognize that in 
the absence of viable gender specific pro- 
grams that all high school players may 
participate in the current high school 
field hockey programs, providing equity 
for all, while gender specific programs 
are grown.’ 

According to her proposal, field 
hockey for boys would follow a 7 versus 
7 format, similar to the format utilized 
for field hockey during the abbreviated 


fall season with COVID-19 restrictions. 
Boys field hockey would be a sport pro- 
posed to take place during the fall sea- 
son. It would have a similar 18-contest 
limit with no more than three games per 
week on the fall schedule. 

All sport committees approved of 
the proposal and sports medicine and 
sportsmanship committees of the MIAA 
have also greenlighted the idea, paving 
the way for a BOD approval. 

The rule would go into effect for the 
Fall 2021 season, but it could take a few 
years before teams would be developed. 
Rules would not need to be developed as 
the proposal stipulates boys field hockey 
would play under National Federation of 
High School rules, which Massachusetts 
has now adopted for most sports. 

One interesting caveat is that a pro- 
posal to bar boys from playing on girls 
teams was defeated. Girls normally play 
an 11 versus 11 format. 


Better Business Bureau warns of COVID-19 vaccine scams 


With United States and Canada 
approving a COVID-19 vaccine, govern- 
ment officials expect scams to emerge as 
distribution begins. Watch out for every- 
thing from phony treatments to phishing 
messages. 

Government officials have already 
been cracking down on phony COVID 
testing kits and treatments. Now, they are 
ramping up efforts to prevent the sale of 
fake vaccines. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) is working with the 
drug companies developing the vac- 
cines to stop the sale and distribution of 
phony versions. Also, the Federal Trade 
Commission issued warning letters to 
several companies claiming they had a 
product to cure or prevent the virus. 

Selling fake vaccines and other treat- 
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ments is likely only one of many ways 
scammers will try to cash in on the vac- 
cine release. Watch out for phishing mes- 
sages attempting to trick you into sharing 
your passwords and personal informa- 
tion. Con artists have already imperson- 
ated the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in phishing emails 
that claim to have news about the dis- 
ease. BBB has also seen an increase in 
scams using robocalls to impersonate 
government officials. 


How to Spot a 
Coronavirus Vaccine Con: 
Research carefully: Scammers are 
very creative, so be skeptical of anything 
that seems too good or crazy to be true. 
Double check any information about the 


vaccine with official news sources. And 
be aware that none of the vaccines can be 
currently purchased online or in stores. 

Check with your doctor: If you 
want a vaccine early, reach out to your 
healthcare provider about your options. If 
you don’t have a primary care physician, 
check out the official website of your 
local health department for more infor- 
mation 

Ignore calls for immediate action. 
While you may want to be first in line for 
the vaccine, don’t let that sense of urgen- 
cy cloud your judgment. Scammers try 
to get you to act before you think. Don’t 
fall for it. 

Think the link may be real? Double 
check the URL.Scammers often buy offi- 
cial-looking URLs to use in their cons. 
Be careful that the link is really what it 


pretends to be. If the message alleges 
to come from the local government, 
make sure the URL ends in .gov (for the 
United States) or .ca (for Canada). When 
in doubt, perform a separate Internet 
search for the website. 


For More Information 

Read more about coronavirus scams 
on the Federal Trade Commission’s web- 
site. Learn more about the disease at 
the CDC’s FAQ page. Also, the FDA 1s 
updating this page about its progress in 
developing a treatment for coronavirus. 

BBB has identified many ways 
in which scammers are cashing in the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more about 
clinical trial scams, contract tracing cons, 
counterfeit face masks and government 
agency imposters. 


Inthe News ¢ 


Coalition hears Baystate Health update on virus 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARE — The Quaboag Hills 
Community Coalition hosted Molly 
Gray, president and chief admuinistra- 
tive officer for Baystate Health Eastern 
Region, and Megan W. Harvey, a 
Springfield College professor to pro- 
vide perspectives on COVID-19 during a 
Zoom call Dec. 21 

Gray said Baystate’s seven-day pos- 
itivity rate that week was 8.1%, which is 
about the highest the healthcare company 
has seen. “But it’s consistent with what’s 
happening across the state,” she said. 

She said there were 158 of COVID- 
19 cases within Baystate’s hospitals as of 
Monday, Dec. 21. 

The big news she had to share was 
2,127 employees just got their first dose 
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine. “This 
could be a turning point,’ Gray said. 
Since Pfizer and Moderna vaccines differ 
somewhat although each needs two doses 
several weeks apart, she emphasized it is 
important to stay with the same manufac- 
turer for the second shot. 

As of that morning, Baystate offi- 
cials had just 260 vaccinations left to 
give out, and hopes are that Moderna’s 
COVID-19 vaccines will be on the way 
shortly; they’ve been ordered but they 
haven’t yet arrived, she said. 

The vaccines are given in a central 
location so those receiving shots can be 
monitored for any side effects. A small 
number of those receiving the vaccine 
may have a anaphylactic reaction to it, so 
benadryl and EpiPens are kept on hand. 
Of the 2,500 people receiving a vaccine 
at Baystate, three people experienced an 
immediate reaction but felt fine after tak- 
ing benadryl, she said. 

Gray said Baystate system-wide 
has 250 employees who are out with 
COVID-19, or must quarantine them- 
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accept SNAP/EBT and HIP, which is a 
statewide program that offers shoppers 
who are using SNAP an instant rebate, 
up to a monthly cap, when they purchase 
fruits and vegetables directly from par- 
ticipating Massachusetts farms. 

“Our goal is to make this market as 
accessible and welcoming as possible,” 
says Charlie Henzel, Market Manager. 
“It’s located in a central location in 
Holyoke and we really want to get the 
word out to people who are food inse- 
cure and make sure people know about 
HIP -- it enables people to stretch their 
SNAP dollars and get fresh produce as 
well as support local farmers.” 

The Holyoke Winter Farmers’ 
Market has worked closely with the 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 


Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


selves after being exposed 
the coronovirus. “Every lit- 
tle bit helps or hurts us,’ she 
said about the ups and downs 
of having staff out or having 
them back to work. 

“The good news is what 
we're not seeing is the flu,” 
Gray said. Healthcare officials 
across the country have wor- 
ried here would be a “twin- 
demic” of the flu and COVID- 
19 cases, which could over- 
whelm hospitals. 

She said it has been real- 
ly taxing and really tough for 
frontline workers, and JAC 
Patrissi, facilitator of the meet- 
ing, asked her to convey the 
group’s gratitude for all their 
work. 

Gray asked those attend- 
ing to join her in role-mod- 
eling good behavior during 
the pandemic such as mask 
wearing, social distancing and 
refraining from large holiday gatherings. 


Epidemiologist 

Springfield College Professor of 
Health Sciences Megan Harvey said it 
is exciting because it looks like science 
will save the day with COVID-19 vac- 
cines, which will help particularly front- 
line workers. 

She said it is made of DNA from 
the coronavirus, which is then flipped 
to become RNA, but contains no actual 
virus material. 





Megan Harvey 


The coronavirus 1s more 
infectious than Ebola but 
less infectious than measles, 
mumps or rubella, but it’s 
infectious enough to have its 
growth be exponential, she 
said. 

Even with best estimates 
of COVID-19 deaths, the 
numbers indicate more people 
have died during the year than 
usual, and some of them are 
likely related to COVID issues. 

As far as transmissions 
are concerned, big and small 
particles of the virus are 
spread, but it is also an air- 
borne disease, because tiny 
particles can be suspended in 
the air for longer times and 
travel further making good 
ventilation important. 

When asked about an 
evolved version of the virus 
recently found in England, 
Harvey said that’s what viruses 
do, they involve, and often become more 
infectious. However, with the increase 
in its infectiousness, the virus usual- 
ly doesn’t become deadly, she said, and 
expects this coronavirus to be no different. 


Schools 
Harvey said she expects vaccines will 
be offered in the spring and summer, but 
the vaccines are not for children under 
18 as of yet. “I expect next fall to be a 
much more normal school year.” She also 
expects the rest of the school year will 





“T feel very hopeful that by February 
we ll be coming down the other side,” 


Megan Harvey 





Holyoke Board of Health to ensure that 
the market adheres to all state and fed- 
eral COVID-19 guidelines, including a 
limit on the number of shoppers, lim- 
ited entry and exit points, temperature 
checks, and mandatory masks. 

Despite the precautions required 
in response to COVID-19, the Holyoke 
Winter Market promises to be a bustling 
community space. Crave Food Truck 
will be set up outside so shoppers can 
grab a meal along with their groceries. 
Says Henzel, “The Holyoke Farmers’ 
Market has run during the summer for 
over 40 years, so I’m really excited to 
see our community connect this winter 
over local food.” 

Market updates and more infor- 
mation can be found at facebook.com/ 
HolyokeFM. 
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remain in the hybrid model, with a cou- 
ple of days in-person and the remainder 
through remote learning. She said it was 
probably unrealistic to expect schools 
could return to a full in-person schools 
this school year. 

Although vaccines are becoming 
available, she said all safety measures 
must stay in place to reduce the spread, 
including mask wearing, six-foot distanc- 
ing and having adequate ventilation. She 
said it is thought that there is not a lot of 
spreading through surfaces. 

She said children are less likely to 
develop COVID-19, and if they do, they 
usually have a less severe case compared 
to adults. Children often have no symp- 
toms or very mild symptoms. 

When asked about herd immunity, 
Harvey said it means when a large enough 
percentage of the population has immuni- 
ty against the virus. 

She pointed to measles, which has 
about a 90% immunity rate these days, 
and to have immunity from COVID-19, 
70 to 75% of the population would have 
to be immune for the cases to decrease. 

Harvey also said it is clear that it has 
been harmful for students to not be in 
school. “It isn’t clear if that’s from the 
anxiety of living in the a pandemic,’ she 
said, or being out of school without the 
fun of socialization. She also said students 
are experiencing more anxiety and depres- 
sion, as are adults. 

She said the only way to really stop 
the virus is by frequent testing of once or 
twice week, and then following up with 
contract tracing. It’s an expensive propo- 
sition to do that testing, which is why it is 
mostly private schools and colleges that 
can afford to carry it out. 

She was optimistic that 
helped save the day.” 

“T feel very hopeful that by February 
we'll be coming down the other side,” 
Harvey said. 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P2130EA 
Estate of: 

MARY RITA BOYER 
Also Known As: 
MARY R. BOYER 

Date of Death: 
October 23, 2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons inter- 
ested in the above cap- 
tioned estate, by Petition 
of Petitioner JANET A 
HOURIHAN of AGAWAM, 
MA and Petitioner MICHAEL 
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H BOYER of NAPLES FLa 
Will has been admitted to 
informal probate. 

JANET A HOURIHAN of 
AGAWAM, MA and Petitioner 
MICHAEL H BOYER of 
NAPLES FL have been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 


the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

01/01/2021 
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The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: 


FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ- 
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 


2***xkek A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper 
than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, 


plaster repair. Drywall hanging. Tap- 
ing & complete finishing. All ceiling 
textures. Fully insured. Jason at 
Great Walls. (413)563-0487 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 


TUNE UP & REPAIR 
A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 








CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 
Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Name: 00) 0) es 
Address. ——= 
Town: States Zip: 

Number of Weeks: X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L) MasterCard MIVISA Q Discover LY Cash Li Check# 
Card #: Exp.Date_ —— COV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


Sl 
a 

oe 

CoE 










GRANBY 







2 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


BELCHERTOWN 


EASTHAMPTON a 








EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


WEST NO! 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 






WALES { HOLLAND 








Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 





Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Addathird ZONE  °5.00 
TT Quabbin 
LJ 


Subtotal 


x Number of Weeks mr) 
TOTAL Enclosed = 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 








HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SSSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





assitieds 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





413-219-6339 





AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4om 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 





DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


GROUNDSKEEPER/CUSTODI- 
AN Ludlow Housing Authority is hir- 
ing a full-time employee. Applicants 
must be knowable and have abilities 
in grounds keeping, including mow- 
ers, tractors, trimmers, snow removal, 
plows, snow blowers, general cleaning 
and minor repairs. Applicants must be 
legally eligible to operate above listed 
machinery. Valid Driver's License and 
CORI are required. Resumes can be 
mailed to Ludlow Housing Authority, 
114 Wilson Street, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
Resume cut-off date is 12:01 pm on 
January 18, 2021. Ludlow Housing is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER - 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver’s License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is fa- 
vorable. This is a union position with 
an attractive starting salary, vacation, 
sick and personal time. Please forward 
resume to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or email rmcnutt @ townof- 

palmer.com 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 

This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 











CHECK OUT ALL THE 


Tu (EY eubication 


www.newspapers.turley.com 








RECEIVER, from page 1 


It’s the small connections like that that make Holyoke 
feel like home.” 

He expressed that the diversity of the students was 
something that drew him in. 

Vazquez Matos’ experience as deputy superin- 
tendent in Hartford gave him the opportunity to be 
prepared for Holyoke and allowed him to grow into 
this role. He expressed that he had great mentors who 
pushed him to be the best leader he could be, and now 
he feels that he can make a difference for schools. 
As he’s currently creating a return to school plan that 
addresses specific areas of students learning. 

He plans to expand access to Intervention 
Resource Classrooms, a comprehensive technique that 
helps students to develop coping skills by engagement. 
There would be an emphasis on English language arts 
and mathematics as they are important subjects and 
there is a need to help students better learn them. 

“I’m asking everyone in our district about the 
districts strengths and weaknesses, for both before and 
during the pandemic so we can be better equipped to 
help students after COVID-19,” Vazquez Matos said. 
“IT want to help develop the skills and provide the 
information that students need to be successful.” 

The steps to help students become successful 
include focusing on literacy and reading, having stu- 
dents reading by third grade, and teacher retention. 
Vazquez Matos further explains that teachers need to 
make a working environment that students can can 
learn and grow in, and that he knows Holyoke teach- 
ers can do it because teachers work hard here. The 
districts’ teachers make connections with students and 
their families, and it’s important to do so now more 
than ever. 

Vazquez Matos is also looking at the middle 
school structure and making sure that schools are 
meeting the students’ needs. He wants to expand lan- 
guage and special education programs based on the 
feedback he’s received from the community. The need 
for a middle school design has come up at town hall 
meetings and Vazquez Matos feels that the district can 
create pathways to success for the middle school and 
high school students. “ 

I think we’ll have to start the plan sooner rather 
later, though the initial planning will start for the next 
academic school year,” Vazquez Matos said. 


Although one thing that may be addressed this 
academic year is switching to a hybrid model, as 
Vazquez Matos is seeing a large need for it. A survey 
was sent out to students and families asking about 
what model of learning they’d want, and students 
replied that they want to be back in school. Vazquez 
Matos has been working closely with the city’s health 
department and meeting with them every week to 
ensure the safety of students to return to in-person 
learning. Vazquez Matos is planning a gradual hybrid 
system and would follow all necessary procedures, 
including having COVID-19 testing in the schools 
and having a two-week review of a current grade’s 
progress before adding another grade to the building. 
In expectation of students returning the schools HVAC 
systems have been updated for in-person learning. 

The first grades returning would be Pre-K to 
fourth grade as early learners are in need of in-person 
learning, from then on students would return by grade 
band with reviews between grades to make sure that 
it’s safe and viable for more students to return to the 
school buildings. Vazquez Matos hopes to start send- 
ing students back to in-person learning after the break, 
he has been working on this plan for a bit and finalized 
plans throughout December to make sure schools are 
ready. He came to this conclusion because Holyoke is 
already not fully remote, as there are students working 
in shops currently and they act as a base for returning 
students to school. 

While he admits that it was hard to be a new 
superintendent during a pandemic he understands 
that’s it’s hard to be any district leader or adminis- 
tration staff right now, and he’s not in a rush to leave 
Holyoke as they are a welcoming community. He 
expressed that he’s optimistic that this will pass, and 
that the current seniors will be able to do the things 
seniors do including the next steps to college applica- 
tions and walking across the graduation stage. 

“One thing I want to highlight is that a lot of 
great work was done before I arrived and I have an 
opportunity to build on that, and raise students voic- 
es,” Vazquez Matos said. “At the end of the day the 
students make up the schools and their voices should 
be a part of the schools, they make our work valuable.” 

He said he’s looking forward to seeing the 
celebration of students because of the commitment 
that they have displayed during this time of remote 
learning. 





C O VID, from page 1 


household. Soon enough, Gov. Charlie Baker invoked 
a statewide mask mandate, forcing the wearing of face 
coverings when out in public places, such as grocery 
stores. 

In the early part of the pandemic, Holyoke was 
the home of the one of the worst outbreaks in the 
country in a long-term care facility, which was the 
subject of much controversy. Nearly 80 people resid- 
ing in the Holyoke Soldiers Home died from COVID- 
19 and the home’s administrator, Bennett Walsh, was 
relieved of his duties. It also resulted in the resignation 
of the state’s Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Francisco 
Urena. Over the course of 2020, an independent 
study faulted Walsh’s administration for the outbreak. 
Walsh’s termination by Baker would be overturned, 
but he would soon resign anyways and is currently 
facing criminal charges levied by Attorney General 
Maura Healey. 

Grocery stores found themselves running out of 
basic necessities, including toilet paper, paper towels, 
and sanitizing products, including hand sanitizer and 
Clorox wipes. Hand soap was also in short supply. 
Grocery stores also found various supply chain issues, 
including pasta, chicken, and other meats due to the 
pandemic, which shutdown various farms and facto- 
ries when outbreaks occurred. 

In the summer, activity was very quiet, with most 
sports shut down and many of the city’s playgrounds 
shut down in order to keep crowds down. Summer 
leagues were mostly cancelled, including baseball in 
the New England Collegiate Baseball League. The 


Valley Blue Sox, which play their games in Mackenzie 
Stadium, had no season due to concerns of traveling 
throughout New England. The NECBL season was 
cancelled, as well as the Tri-County Baseball League. 
There were baseball clinics held later in the summer, 
but they were limited in capacity and had to comply 
with strict guidelines. 

School would not return for the fall in Holyoke 
as school officials opted to go with the fully remote 
learning model for all schools. Only those with special 
needs were allowed to learn in a hybrid format with 
some in-person interaction with teachers. The remain- 
der have remained home with a hope at starting an 
hybrid model for all students early in 2021. 

Fall sports would return, but student-athletes were 
subject to many rule changes and mask-wearing in 
order to be allowed back on the field. The season was 
also abbreviated and athletes were limited to playing 
against a small circle of schools, known as a geo- 
graphic “bubble.” The Western Mass. and state tourna- 
ments were also eliminated. 

Later in the fall, a second surge, projected by 
many health experts, occurred, and Holyoke’s case 
numbers ballooned. As the year ended, a vaccine has 
begun rolling out, but many Holyoke businesses are 
suffering as the governor rolled back capacity levels 
until the surge of cases goes down and more individu- 
als are vaccinated from the virus. 

Other impacts to the community have included 
shutdown of Holyoke City Hall to regular traffic, the 
closure of summer camp, and the lack of ability to 
regularly interact with local government due to remote 
and Zoom meetings held by the Holyoke City Council 
and Holyoke School Committee. 





MA YOR , from page 1 


final couple of months of his campaign. 

Neal would accuse Neal of becoming a corrupt pol- 
itician funded by influenced by special interest groups 
that helped to fund his campaigns. Neal, a 32-year vet- 
eran of the House, is the chair of the Ways and Means 
Committee. Morse accused Neal of not doing enough 
for his constituents when the first COVID-19 stimulus 
package was passed, known as the CARES Act. Morse 
said the act did not go far enough to help working peo- 
ple and businesses. 

Morse also supported efforts by other Democrats 
in the House like the Green Neal Deal, which Neal 
opposes. 

The campaign continued into August, when a report 


was released early in the month accusing Morse of hav- 
ing inappropriate sexual relationships with students at 
the University of Massachusetts. Morse would admit 
to having relationships with students through a dating 
app while serving as an adjunct faculty member of 
UMass. He vehemently denied any wrongdoing, saying 
he was never involved with any students he was directly 
involved in teaching. 

The letter revealing the accusations was made by 
the College Democrats of Massachusetts with guid- 
ance of the state level. Morse’s campaign accused the 
College Democrats of intentionally attempting to sabo- 
tage his campaign. The College Democrats would end 
up apologizing for the timing of the letter. 

No actual wrongdoing was ever found, but the 
damage was done by the allegations and Morse lost 


handily to Neal in the Sept. 1 primary. Morse also was 
not retained as an adjunct professor by UMass-Amherst, 
and the school launched an investigation into his behav- 
10°. 

Morse would disappear from headlines temporarily 
until he made an announcement recently saying after 
10 years, he would not seek re-election to the mayor’s 
office. Morse was re-elected successfully three times, 
including a four-year term in 2017 after city voters 
agreed to move the mayor’s term from two to four 
years. At the time, Morse had indicated he intended 
serve 10 total years and would not seek re-election after 
the term had ended. Morse’s final year in the mayor’s 
office will be 2021. He has not announced if he intends 
to run for Congress again or seek another political office 
somewhere else. 
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Holyoke police and fire along with the FBI responded to a 
scene at 91 Pleasant Street on Sept 15. Holyoke Police would 
arrest Gregory A. Bennett, the son of a former police Sgt. 
Gary Bennett. Bennett was charged with four counts of illegal 
possession of explosive devices. It appears, according to a 
spokesperson, that Bennett was attempting to make pipe 
bombs. Police found several of the bombs in the garage at 
the Pleasant Street house. 
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Despite the pandemic, the annual Fishing Derby was held this 
year by the American Legion. 





The Class of 2020 had a parade on early June to celebrate 
graduation. 





An oath ceremony was held at the Holyoke Mall for recruits 
heading into the military in December. 





A drive-thru dinner was held at Kelly School earlier this 
month. The dinner was usually an in-person fundraiser but 
was converted to a drive-thru event by OneHolyoke. 


TITAN@®ITALKS 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 


AT lle PUGS 


dine & Perforning Arts 
ACADEMICS 


Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 


AY 10 (6 | (ome ie) 010.0). 
INTERNATIONAL 


TUESDAY, JAN. 12 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 1476 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 21 / 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27 / 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


www.wma.us/titantalks 
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